
Dear Parent/Guardian: 

I am so glad that your child has decided to join our beginning percussion class this year!  This 
letter should provide you with all the information you need to get ready for lessons to start.   

There is a slightly higher cost associated with getting started on percussion.  However, the 
instruments rarely require maintenance, and do not need constant purchase of reeds, oil, etc 
that woodwind and brass instruments require so you may still end up coming out ahead in 
the end!  

All students in the percussion class will need a “bell & practice pad kit”  You can choose one 
of the rent-to-own programs, however It IS often a better value to purchase the percussion 
kits rather than participating in a rental program.  You can purchase the Pearl PK910C with 
roller bag on Amazon for $231!  If you are convinced your child will stick with the program it 
is a great option! 

https://www.amazon.com/Pearl-PK910C-Educational-Bell-Kit/dp/B06XDT6135/ref=sr_1_2?
dchild=1&keywords=pearl+pk910c&qid=1599933621&s=musical-instruments&sr=1-2  

Other brands of percussion kits: There are many “knock off” brands on Amazon.  I cannot 
vouch for them!  If it costs 50% as much, it usually lasts 50% as long before it falls apart.  I 
suggest, buy the Pearl or use the “rent-to-own” program from one of the stores.  They have 
other brands that are the real thing! 

The demonstration video that we use in class (how to assemble) will likely be using the Pearl 
brand kit! 

You will also need to purchase the following items in addition to renting the kit:  
1. A music stand (essential for home practice). 
3.   One pair of Vic Firth M132 (Green Rubber) mallets  
4.   One pair of Vic Firth SD1 series “general” snare drum sticks. 
5.   One stick/mallet bag.  (You can choose one from the store.) 
6.  A book titled “A Fresh Approach to Mallet Percussion” by Mark Wessells 

I highly suggest discussing this list with the store clerk!   

I hope to meet each of you soon.  If you have any concerns or questions about anything in this 
letter or about anything at all during the year, please do not hesitate to get in touch with me.  
Thank you in advance for supporting your child’s musical interests and music in our school.   

Musically,  

Tim Beall 
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