
  

Dear NES Band Parents and Students: 

I am excited to share with you that an optional Advanced Jazz Band and Percussion 
Ensemble program will be available again this year for our students. They will be 
offered as enrichment/extension of the regular band curriculum for students who are 
excelling in the regular band lessons. Jazz Band will rehearse twice per week before 
school (7:45a.m. arrival time).  The full jazz band will rehearse on Wednesday mornings, 
and most members will have a sectional one other morning per week.  Percussion 
Ensemble will meet on Thursday mornings before school (7:35am. arrival time). Below 
are some answers to the most frequently asked questions about joining Jazz Band & 
Percussion Ensemble... 

Question: Which band instruments are included in the NES Jazz Band? 
Answer: Any student playing the following instruments who are able to attend 
rehearsals on a regular basis may participate in the Jazz Band (these students must be 
enrolled in the band program at NES): 
Flute**  
Trumpet 
Clarinet**  
Trombone/Euphonium** 
Alto Sax  
Tenor Sax 
Percussion/Drumset 

**A quick note about which instruments are included in Jazz Bands: Howard County 
Middle and High Schools that have Jazz Bands use a standard “big band” 
instrumentation including saxophones, trombones, trumpets, and “rhythm 
section” (guitar, bass, piano, percussion). Flute and clarinet are occasionally used in solo 
or special circumstances and played by a “doubler” in the saxophone section. Students 
are welcome to play flute and clarinet in the NES Jazz Band in order to experience 
playing Jazz but should plan to learn saxophone at some point if they wish to play jazz 
at more advanced levels. NOTE: Flute and clarinet players are given music that is 
transposed from other instruments which means flute and clarinet students will need to 
be quite advanced on their instruments to be able to perform it.  Students who play 
more specialized band instruments not commonly used in jazz (bassoon, horn, tuba) 
should discuss options w/Mr. Beall about playing in Jazz Band. If the student if 
committed, we will work something out!  



Question: Are there “try-outs” or “auditions” for Jazz Band? 

Answer: No, there are no “try-outs” or “auditions” for Jazz Band. However, A positive 
and meaningful experience performing jazz music requires basic playing and music 
reading skills. Even the easiest of Jazz Band music assumes that the student has already 
learned certain skill sets. Instead of auditions, students will be issued a permission form 
to join Jazz Band once they have reached certain goals that show they have acquired the 
necessary skill sets. The deadline to qualify is Tuesday, November 5th (the day before 
the first jazz rehearsal).   The specific goals for the woodwind and brass instruments are 
listed on the fall band “project” (in students’ band folder).  Students may complete 
these after they have finished the other assignments on the project.   

Question: What do percussionists need to do to qualify for percussion ensemble? 
Answer: Percussionists must complete three “projects” in order to qualify (beginning 
mallets, beginning snare drum, advanced mallets).  The deadline will be the the first 
day of Percussion Ensemble rehearsal, which will be Thursday, November 14th.   

Question: What about learning to play drumset? 
Answer: Since drumset is not included as part of the regular band lessons, 
percussionists desiring to play drum-set will need to develop this skill by taking private 
lessons. If you are interested in playing drumset, you need to tell your teacher this so 
they can help you get ready! Your teacher is welcome to contact Mr. Beall if they’d like 
to know what they should cover for you to be prepared.  If you need help finding a 
drumset teacher, let Mr. Beall know.  Students who would like to play drumset must 
also be participating in the regular percussion classes and have completed at least three 
projects (beginning and advanced mallets, and beginning snare project). 

Note: Only one drummer plays with the band at a time. Having two drummers in the 
band is fine, but if there are two, you will take turns. There will not be enough playing 
opportunities for more than two drummers. If more than two students with the 
necessary skills are interested it may be necessary for Mr. Beall to choose the two most 
experienced players. Additional playing opportunities will be available for all 
percussionists in the percussion ensemble! 

Question: What about instruments that are not offered as part of the band program? 
It would also be wonderful to have some NES students play the following instruments 
as part of the Jazz Band: 
Guitar 
Electric Bass or String Bass 
Piano 

These “rhythm section” instruments are not offered as part of the NES Band Program. 
Students learning these instruments (through lessons, etc) would need to demonstrate a 



certain level of music reading skills to be considered for the band. There would be room 
for up to 2 or students on each of these instruments in the band. If you or a friend are 
interested in playing one of these instruments, let Mr. Beall know! 

Question: Is there a cost or fee to be in Jazz Band or Percussion Ensemble? 
Answer: There is a $50 fee to participate in Jazz Band or Percussion Ensemble. The 
funds are used to purchase music, books, and other equipment. These items are not 
provided by the HCPSS since Jazz Band and Percussion Ensemble are not part of the 
basic curriculum at the Elementary School level. You do not need to pay the fee until an 
invitation has been issued.  Any percussionist choosing to perform in both will only 
need to pay ONE $50 fee. 

Question: When will the Jazz Band and/or Percussion Ensemble perform? 
Answer: The Jazz Band and Percussion Ensemble will perform at several events later in 
the school year. They do not perform on the regular band concerts...we have enough to 
handle on those already! When an opportunity arises, we will perform if enough of the 
students are able to attend the performance. 

Question: When do rehearsals start? 
Answer: Jazz Band and Percussion Ensemble will start in November.  The DEADLINE 
to qualify for jazz band will be Tuesday, November 5th.   Percussion Ensemble will 
begin on Thursday, November 14th (requirements must be met by then to participate).     

I hope this answers all of your questions about our Jazz Band and Percussion Ensemble  
program. If your child intends to participate, they should simply fill out the online 
intention form on the Jazz Band portion of the band website. This will help me know 
who’s progress I need to track in regards to completing the requirements.  Once your 
child has met the requirements, I’ll send home an official permission slip including 
additional concert dates, etc. 

In the meantime, students excited about Jazz Band or Percussion Ensemble should get 
busy practicing! 

Sincerely, 

Tim Beall 
Band Director 
Northfield Elementary School 
timothy_beall@hcpss.org 
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